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The editar of this ook offers an ariginal and
thaught provaling apgroach to the his tomical
anfiguration process of what s mown today
a5 emdemanlogy. Although a greater effort at
oontextualisation would hawve been wel
mmed, framing the evolution of the epide-
mialagical concepts and methods against that
of gublic health fisdf, the vanows coniribu-
tions compiled @ this monographic work
achieve the objectives set out by the editor i
the miroduction. This text is clearly inended
for tmching puposes and, by way of an
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amidate to dogmatiom, seeks to offer the
keys that will remfarce in the reader’s mind
the temporary nature of all saentific, and, of
course, epidemialogial knowledge.

In the first part |Epidemiclogy: an episte-
malogia] perspective), the edibor analyses
the main elements that throwghowt the
contemparary periand (chiefly the 15th, 19th,
and 20th centuries), shaped epidemialagical
doctrine. Based arowumd the contrdbution of
epideminlogical science to the study of the
determining factors that condition the state
of public health, Alfredo Morahia's work
ex plains the mamn aspeots of its methodalogy
and mndudes with a proposal of period-
isation by illusirating the main stages i its
process af mstmtionalisation.

The seoomd part of the book | Collection of
papers om the history of epidemiclogical
methods and concepts), mdudes many of
the papers presemted at the workshop an
Mersuring our Soouwrges, held in Annecy
|France) m July 1994, This &5 a compendium
of essays, in which different awthors offer
therr analyses of studies that have become
classics m the field of epidemiclogy | from
John Snow or William Farr to Kar] Fearsom),
ar reflect on some of the mest important
aspects of the emdemdnlogical method | from
problems of @usality to ssues relaed to
comfounding or bias). The mduision of these
esmays & a fiting complement to the miro-
ductory outline in the first part
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